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Tough I[al'CIHCOI'e
Reds Active
In Central
America

By Al Burt

“Ihe Miami Herald

GUATEMALA CITY
(‘ommunism speaks directly
to some 10,000 hard-core fol-
fowers in Panama and Cen-
iral America.
And this or-
ranized
strength
feeds on the
sympathy of
between  60,- Ld’ll“d
000 and 75,000 |
fringe be- foigbus
lievers. [T

Panama, Costa Rica) Nlca
ragua, Horduras, EI Salvadbr

“and’ Guatehfdla -Have” sinfhe
ICemMniahists ®ah g e v e
theifl Hblised % nd they'kibw
it:9THe AToramunist st h

rutts *o “Sudehts antf" 5b [

*erst and ‘thrives on domektic

situations that create w1de
spread dissatisfaction. Unem-
ployment, lack of Irecdom,
sovernment corruption, and
ihe miseries ol the poor and
il kate i ade thmr favorite
‘pfﬁsw *

T £e) §211 Tldel Ca%{r

has "IOSt ‘His ’s liegdse, | '

ex1s\th for
n..loere
H ?45§1a;§ d
: ost lYp;m}'e
3he current cns;s
ui} mted States did in

sl an. "Bay of Pigs in-
_vasignl iasco in 1961. But
yoptimism is tempered by the
knowledge that each country
has its own crop of Commu-
nists eager to make a new
Cuba,

In capsule, the countries
line up like this:

Panama - Estimated hard-

core - Communist strength:| -
1000. Sympathizers: 10,000 to

20,000. Strong influence at. t
university, among laborA
ed by une loyment, concen_
tration of ywéalth &nd’ power!
United S‘;ates-Panama frie-
{ion over the Panama Canal.
Justice Minister Marco
I3obles: “Panama ‘is the most
important objective of the
Communists because of the
canal.” A Robles crackdown
during the Cuban crisis kept
unrest at a minimum,
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“ - Costa Rieameaﬁt,‘Ed
“hard-core stréngth: 300. Sym-
3

strong pitch tdsb iwork-
“ers and trying to orgamze
peasamft” *leagues ~ahiong the

campesinos,  Problem regard-|

ed as léss ‘Serious here, pro-
portionately t:bit an Zglife”
Communist ,g qp is. making
strong effoTf." "Government
has support,ui\people.

Nicaragua—Estimated hard-
core strength:. 1000. .Sympa-
thigers: 10,000 to 20,000 and
growing. Strongv among stu-
dents, apd ,laborers: .5 ‘ﬁflay 1

parafl r}ﬁr $000 , protesting
agaifis lte tes forl.,
Cub&“’!*& ge of| !

widespread 1Ilmr'est rgsulting

from 26 years.pf pule’ "by one
family: “thé m§}l

have never voted .and have
no politica}. af{iliation.

!  Honduras—Estimated hard-
" core strength: 2000“’“\ 5000.
~ Sympathizers: about 10 times
that number. Effectiveness
rises and falls directly with
Cuba’s fortunes.”Down now.
H ndu reputatmn of
ng heavﬂy infil-

tr ted (6 the six countries.
e gov ent says this is
omgger% tedrsTake advantage
of: fickproblems, par-

© tidularly unemployment, of

urBerdeveIoped country.
GoVernment ‘pushing™ social
reform; fz !

Fl Sa va;fior— istimated
hard-core" s tref gth: 1000.
Sympathizers: at least 5000.
Principal: - threat in wurban
areas with Communist-front
organizations among labor,
tcacher, student -groups.
Strong government cracks
down hard. Anti-stibversion
law passed, this fall gives
broad police powets; .pl‘fbwdes

- up to seven ye‘ﬁrs in jail.
In Septewmber, ¢~4g0€7ernment

" tling them tcgw_n‘irport and
sending “them out"of country.
Take advantage of over-pop-
ulation problem in small
country. @evénment critics
complain pelice work goes be-
yond gfﬁclg&gf: .

G agémamuﬁstlmated
hard cbre strength: 1500 to
'ﬁ‘tp 4'thizers: 5000.
Take a&v,antage o;;g@contcnt
witli presen t* gove
_ Strength in rur
i ula’r”‘support"‘
ior ¥eturn of vior;
dent, Juan Arevalo, gencrally
blafd with leading country
into’ ‘communism before. Pre-
vious Communist experience
makes literate wary, but il-
literacy high.
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